2008 NZ ATV Nationals

Pateatonga Motocross Track (way up north) 15/16th November

All get to the track early and are into setting up.  The Ffitch mob thinking it was a good idea to haul out the SIX bikes crammed into Jamie’s trailer on Friday night, and thank the Future Cuisine racing guys for looking after things over night.  NI’ers aren’t all bad.

The pits are a real colorful affair with a heap of sponsors on board and all their banners.  Sharpest looking shirt award goes to the MacRae Racing team.  Slick!!  After a bit of a noise test (everyones Ok again), we are all into briefing.  “Someone” up and says, hey we have someone riding 400s and Open, can we get him swapped over to Group B for qualifying”, no worries.  He then says “how about if he qualifies in Open Support, caus 400s are the race before?”.  A heap of others say, pull finger Gazza and get your arse in the money race.  A few course changes, Ben and Brandon bumped up a class (stink!), and that’s about it for briefing.

The track is a cross between Off Road Car club type clay based surface and Pleasant Point MX with a 70ish foot table top, 2 BIG drop offs, a tight stadium cross section with 2 small table tops, a super fun MX track.

First up for practice/qualifying are the Open A group of 12 or so, then the 12 or so B’s.  All come in saying woow awesome track, awesome jumps and drop offs, but just a bit tight to pass.  Quentin fastest, followed by Ian.  Kalon is at 4, Andrew 11, and Gary in there at 13!  Come ON!

Then go the 10-14’s with our Brandon, the 400s with Sam, Stephen and Gary, Ben in the 8-11’s, Al and Alex in the old boys, Callum and Ned in the 300s, and last away Nina on the new looking YZF450 with Pink stickers.  Ohhhh!

The Open A and B groups get one more qualifying chance, with only 16 to get into the big time.  Open A go and Quentin shaved a fraction off.  Open B is up, told to go, all wait “Gaz thinks “ff u’s” and is off first and into it.  Goes around warming up the tyres (ha!), still no-one catching up, so head down and other up, blasts into a hot lap.  Ian too shaves time down and Andrew wacks off couple of seconds, getting used to the new KTM450SX machine.

The results come over the “Gonk” speaker system.  Quentin 1st (1.56), Ian 2nd (1.58), Kalon 5th (1.59), Andrew 11th (2.04), and Gary 13th(2.05).  Oh yeah.  All are in the money game.

Open Class:

First up are the Open Class.  Ian grabs the first race by the short ones, takes holeshot, leads all the way, wins.  Can’t repeat it, and be Sunday’s last race is sore!  Takes an overall 3rd.  Quentin takes the No. 1, and Jason Jepson No. 2, with Mark Keily riding real strong for No. 4, and  Kalon takes a great 5th. 

Andrew has some strong ones, some bad luck getting caught up in some others crashes, but gets quicker and grabs an awesome 6th in the last heat.  Takes overall 10th. 

Gary battles away for the minor money, thoroughly loved the track, the jumps, big table top, the re-birthed Doug Gust 474cc blinged up LTR and not too many crossed up landings later – finishes!

Ian 

1-4-3-2-2-3-5

Kalon 

8-5-5-4-4-5-4

Andrew

16-8-12-13-10-10-6

Gary

11-13-15-15-14-14-15

Mini/Juniors:

Ben, and Brandon get bumped up a class, as we find out they are riding under Mini Rules, so their modified machines are deemed to not be able to compete with the 100cc two stroke Pro Sharks.  Figger!!  

Both get huge wraps for the awesome riding. Brandon is riding so hard he breaks a shock and his frame in two places.  A good dude works with Brandon to weld it up in the pits.  Go Brandon. 

Ben goes hard out and over the huge table top is the highest flying in class.  Commentator “Gonk” screams out “here he goes, Ben on the V8 of minis, sounding like a Grumbles 74hp 804cc machine” (ya had to be there)

Meanwhile the ProSharks are breaking down, going quick sure, and breaking some more.

400s:

The racing and excitement Class of the event!  Sure the smallest field with 7 starters, but by Sunday last heat, the 5 riders who finished, crossed the line with nothing between them.

First we took Gary out.  He battled for a 5th and 6th on Saturday, and in the pits, hearing Sam’s engine not so good, says have the whole bike or anything off it you like, “I am not riding it again!!”.  Another fella had an off and buggered his shoulder.
So, on raged the battle.  First up and Sam is off, holeshot and a win.  With some 2nd and thirds, by Saturday night is leading, just!  Stephen takes a couple of awesome wins with some of the passes of the weekend.  He has some trouble with a DNF due to a blown fuse, and tappet adjustment screw coming loose, plus looses some points due to getting outside assistant on the track to get that fuse sorted.  Bugger!

Sam comes in to finish the last Saturday heat and the engine’s not right.  A quick check up by Dr Dog, and yip there is some metal bits floating around.  A fly wheel puller is needed, but none around.  So, the mighty KFX400 is given the old engine removal trick, and Sams LTZ gets the big Gaz donk injected.  By 8 Saturday night, Sam tests it and gives it the thumbs up.  Stephens TRX is all sorted too.

Sunday they are into battle with the Hickman twin piped YFZ, Emms Honda, and the Keegan TRX.  The racing is full on, Stephen tries a pass on Hickman in the Stadium Cross section’s first table top, hooks up wheels, and both are high sided into the tyres.  Stephen gets back up and finishes.  Sams grabs another win.

Sam holds all behind and takes the overall 1st, and National Title.  Stephen takes 3rd. 

Sam 

1-2-2-4-1-3-4

Stephen  
2-1-DNF-1-4-1-5
Gary

6-6-5
12-16s

Callum and Ned are up against it, and girl power.  Analise takes the overall title win.

Ned down on hp but beat several 300s, riding real smooth.

Callum 

2-2-4-4-4-4-3

Ned 

9-8-9-8-7-7-7
40 pluses

Up there with the best classes to watch, the old boys went hard out.  Grumbles on the grunt Raptor was the one to beat, and wins all Saturdays heats.  Al is gutsing it out, on a new KTM450SX, and battles for some good 3-4-5, having been right up front for 3 or 4 laps.  Alex is saying he can go harder tomorrow, and after getting shoved from the back by an LTR, needs an overnight rear shock fluid line repair.  All is sorted and he is back.

An early night must have worked for Al (yeah right!) as he grabs some hole shots, has Grumbles behind getting into trouble and crashing out, and takes two great heat wins.  Alex is now up into the thick of battle with 4,5,6 others, and puts some passes round the outside after the monster table top.  Nice.

Al 

5-4-5-2-4-1-1

Alex

9-6-DNF-7-6-7-7
Women’s

Nina improved all weekend scorching around this technical motocross track, but couldn’t get a win against Liz.  Battled all weekend with Emma too, hit the big jumps hard, says needed bit more training, and is said to be the flashiest looking rider around!  Finishes up with five 3rds and two 2nds, for an overall 3rd.  

Nina

3-2-3-3-3-3-2

Awesome commentator “Gonk” has everyone hooked on every race, with some awesome commentary

All thank their Sponsors (too many to list), the great traveling CATVA crew, Pam, Tracey (on camera), Kelsey, Paula, Shane, Roy, Mark, Cliff and Andrew.

Fastest CATVA lap times for the 2008 ATV Nationals Pateatonga


8 Benjamin Morgan  1:03.846 (Shortened track)
44 Ian Ffitch  1:58.076
4 Kalon Andrews  2:01.545
48 Stephen Clyne 2:03.730
7 Andrew McCulloch  2:03.924
27 Sam Henderson  2:04.419
17 Nina McVicar  2:08.376
55 Gary Doig  2:08.572 (450)
77 Alistair MacRae 2:08.790
44 Callum MacRae  2:09.096
55 Gary Doig  2:10.780 (400)
708 Alex Clyne 2:12.340
2 Ned George 2:21.668
70 Brandon Allworthy 2:50.171

