2007 NZ ATV MX National Championships
By Sam Henderson #27

With some 12 or so riders and a strong support team bound for Te Kuiti it wasn’t very far into our journey when it proved that the weekend was going to be full of surprises. A wheel from Ffitchy’s trailer parted and careered towards Jaimee’s van, swerving into the grass verge we just managed to miss the full impact of the stray tire with broken axle still attached. Alex did a quick u-turn and headed back to the Ffitch residence to grab another trailer while the rest of unloaded the contents and Ian limped the 3 wheeled trailer to a nearby farmers yard. With time running out to meet the ferry we headed for Picton and Ffitchy living up to his saying (I pay taxes for both sides of the road) officer plod saw things differently and decided to relieve him of some of his cash, so with the rest of us on the ferry and 3 minutes to sailing time Ian Jimmy & Danny rolled onto the ferry the gangway was lifted and we set sail for Wellington. With the drive up to Te Kuiti at a leisurely pace we had enough time to call in and inspect the track. Saturday morning brought a shower of rain while driving to the track and with showers predicted we where wondering how the track would hold up, but at the venue there was no rain and the water cart was put to use.

With practice underway Steve failed to make a jump on the 2nd lap of racing and put an end to his racing for the weekend.

The +40 class provided us with some good racing with Tim taking out first place, he had some tough competition from Grant Renall on the 250R and Al put up the fight winning the last 2 races and finished 3rd. It was good to see Alex riding on Sunday.

Open four stroke Ben Morrissey & Sean Burborugh had a close contest with Ben taking the win by 2 points Sean 2nd , Jeffrey finished 4th after having a bike issue and had to ride Al’s bike in a race and Gary finished 6th.

The women’s class had a real battle with Emma on the YFZ taking 3 wins and Liz winning 4 to take the title, Kat came in 5th with a great 3rd place result in the last race. 

12-16 yrs class provided us with action both on and off the track. Julian Parker taking 1st place Callum 2nd & Andrew Vincent 3rd however there was a protest lodged against Julian which resulted in his engine being pulled down at the track for a size check but it was within the legal size requirements.

The 10-12 yrs class which consisted of Ned & Ryan Renall ran off the back of the 12-16 class with Ned taking 6 out of 7 wins for 1st.

The 8-11 yrs class also only fielded a small class with Josh Chapman 1st, Brittany Weallans 2nd Sarah Wilson 3rd and Samantha Doig came in 4th.

0-425 class, Quentin showed us why he is NZ#1 outclassing the field by winning every race, and with me having a gear selector problem for most of Saturday (special thanks to Jimmy for his chef skills in repairing my oil pump drive gear in the frypan on the stove at our motel) we managed to repair the problem and I secured 2nd place Daniel came home 3rd on his YFZ 4_ _?

Open class with the largest field and a full gate of 20 quads this was by far the best class to watch with any one of 5 riders being able to take out the champs and with only 2 riders from the South Island the pressure was on the Southern men to win back the title. Mark Gibbons rode consistently all weekend and finished 6th, Mark Kiely despite coming off on the same jump in similar fashion to Steve finished 5th, Roger MacDonald came in 4th after only finishing 6 races, and Jason Jepson on the Van Gisbergen YFZ took 3rd place. With only 1 point separating Quentin and Ian after six races the pressure was on, but unfortunately Ian had a brief parting of himself and his quad and his chances where gone, Quentin secured the win and Ffitchy came 2nd.

Better luck next year.

Sam.
